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A MEMORIAL 



CONCERNING 



WILLIAM TUKE. 



Though it is not customary for Friends to 
draw up, and record Testimonies respecting 
their deceased Elders^ yet^ in contemplating 
our loss^ by the death of our venerable friend, 
WiLUAM TuKE^ who stood in that station for a 
long series of years, and was worthy of double 
honour, we feel our minds disposed^ and we 
trust warranted, to testify our great respect 
for his memory, and to endeavour to excite an 
imitation of his virtues, his love to God, and 
his love to men. 

Of the very early part of this dear friend's 
life, not much that is interesting has come to 
i>ur knowledge : but it appears that as he grew 



4 MEMORIAI, COKCEItXlNG 

Up, thoug^h be possessed a great degree of 
uprightness, and was preserved in conduct 
from things immoral or dishonourable, yet it 
was not till about the twenty-first year of his 
age, that bis mind was peculiarly and strongly 
impressed, with the supreme importance of 
Heavenly things, and the necessity of making 
them the primary objects of pursuit. But the 
pleasures of the world, the desire of accurau- 
latiug wealth, and of obtaining preeminence 
amongst men, gained, for a time, the ascendency 
in his mind. Divine Goodness did not, howevef, 
leave him in this state ; but, by the teachings of 
.afflictive providences, and the secret operation 
of the Spirit of Christ upon his mind, be waa 
i awakened from a state of carnal security, deeply 
ihumbled under a sense of his transgressions, and 
led to flee, with full purpose of heart, to the ap- 
pointed means of Divine Mercy and acceptance. 
And though his Christian walk was far from 
being unchequered, and he was often led to 
deplore the secret imperfections of his own 
heart, yet it soon became obvious, that a great 
change had taken place in his views; that he 
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had reversed the order of his pursuits ; and that 
he was now seeking first the Kingdom of 
Heaven and the Righteousness thereof. The 
degree in which he was ever afterwards kept 
aloof from the spirit of the worlds (though 
necessarily engaged in its cares^) and the 
superior claim which religious considerations 
had upon him^ strikingly evinced the continued 
influence of religious principle. 

As the mind of our dear friend gained 
strength^ by obedience to the convictions of 
Truths be was led to take a part in the disci- 
pline of the Society, and to labour^ with great 
zeal, for its impartial and Christian exercise, 
in our Monthly and Quarterly Meetings; in 
both which, though he had many difficulties to 
encounter, he was instrumental in effecting 
much good. He soon became more extensively 
useful, in this department of the Society's 
afiairs ; and the strict integrity of his mind, 
joined to the soundness of his judgment, emi- 
nently qualified him to sit, on these occasions, 
as a Judge and a Counsellor. He allowed no 
considerations of personal ease or interest, to 
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interfere with his attendance at the Quarterly 
Meeting of (his County, or at the Yearly 
Meeting held in London ; at which, with Tcry 
few exceptions, he was found, for upwards of 
Fifty Years, taking an important part in the 
deliberations of that mpoting. In the share 
which he took in snpport of the discipline of the 
Society, in its various meetings, lie expressed 
himself with firmness, and sometimes with 
earnestness; hut after having fully stated his 
o-^n views, if the meeting did not concur with 
them, he submitted to its judgment with cheer- 
fulness ; and bis example in this respect, hecame 
increasingly striking, as he advanced in y^ara. 

This active and indefatigable labourer, in the 
vineyard of his Lord and Master, was a man 
much given to hospitality. To those who 
travelled in the work of the ministry, in pro- 
moling the cause of Truth and Righteousness 
amongst men, his heart and his house were 
open ; and in this cheerful dedication of his 
' time and substance, he was blessed and com- 
forted. He was earnestly solicitous that friends 
(hould contribute, according to their ability. 
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to such matters as required pecuniary aid, 
whether for the maintenance of our poor; 
the relief of the distressed ; the accommodation 
of the Society ; or the forwarding of benevolent 
objects; and was a good example himself in 
this respect. A few years ago, in encouraging 
friends to liberality^ he informed them^ that 
when his means were small^ he always gave a 
little ; that when he had more in his power, he 
did more; and that he believed those who 
withheld from giving, under the idea^ that they 
would be liberal when they became richer, 
would be in danger, when that time came, 
of having their hearts so shut up, that they 
would then do it very sparingly, if at all. 

Our dear friend was warmly interested, in 
the progress of piety and virtue ; and was 
grieved, when he heard of the increase of vice 
and infidelity. In devising and executing 
measures beneficial to his fellow creatures, and 
especially those which concerned our Society, 
he appears not only to have been judicious and 
indefatigable, but to have derived from them a 
iatisfaction, which overpaid all his labours. 
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Amongst the objects which grained his peculiar 
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attention, were, 
the establishment and management of the 
Retreat; the abolition of the Slave Trade; 
and the spread of the Holy Scriptures, both at 
home and abroad. 

Though he possessed an uncommon degree of 
firmness of mind, and was favoured to rise, with 
singular fortitude, above his own troubles and 
afflictions, jet he knew and felt for the im- 
perfections, trials, and infirmities, incident to 
human nature: and this sympathetic regard 
towards others, joined to a religious tenderness 
of spirit, often disposed him to cheer and 
strengthen the drooping and afflicted mind ; and 
we believe, that his feelings of this nature, were 
far from being diminished, in the latter part of 
his life. Notwithstanding his very advanced 
age, be continued, to the last, to be a useful 
member of society, and a comfort to his relations 
and friends. 

Our valued friend was twice married, and 
survived his last wife about twenty six years : 
his family was large, and, except his daughter 
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Sarab^ tb^ wife of Robert Grubby and his eldest 
8on^ Henry^ such of them as attained to maturity 
have survived him. In the endearing relations 
of husband and parent^ his exemplary conduct 
was no less conspicuous^ than in the more public 
duties of life. 

When he was no longer able to leave home^ 
he continued to be a most diligent attender of 
our Religious meetings^ even when under great 
weakness of body^ and the affliction of blindness : 
and this practice^ in which his demeanour was 
solid and reverential^ he continued^ till within a 
few days of the close of life ; evincing the spirit 
of the Psalmist^ when he exclaimed^ '' How 
amiable are thy tabernacles^ O Lord of hosts ! 
My soul longeth^ yea, even fainteth, for the 
courts of the Lord : iny heart and my flesh cry 
out for the living God ! " 

There is reason to believe, that, in a good 
degree of this favoured state of mind, the messen- 
ger of death summoned this Christian soldier, 
from works to rewards. The attack which 
terminated his life, though rather sudden, was 
gentle. He appeared to be sensible that the 
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close waa approaching ; and though he said but 
little on the subject^ his deportment and atten- 
tions manifested, that be was wailing for that 
solemn event. A few days before it took 
placCj be gradually became weaker; and, at 
last, departed quietly, without any apparent 
pain, on the sixth day of the twelfth month, 
1823, in the Ninetieth year of his age. 

We consider it as a favour, that Divine Provi- 
dence was pleased to continue the life of our 
beloved friend so long, to benefit the Church by 
bis counsel and example : and we trust, that be 
will be long remembered, by many, to their 
comfort and edification ; and that, though be ii 
removed from this scene of observation, and, 
we doubt not, is gone to a peaceful and eternal 
abodcj he yet virtually speaks the encouraging 
language, of, " Follow me, as I have endeavour- 
ed to follow Christ. " 
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